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Taking a social sciences degree will give you
access to just about every occupational
field – business, media, education,
government, voluntary organisations, the
environment or urban regeneration. You can
choose to specialise in psychology, health
and social care, childhood and youth studies
or social work, or customise your degree
with the modules that interest you most.

ECONOMICS AND 
MATHEMATICAL
SCIENCES
BA or BSc (Honours) Economics
and Mathematical Sciences
Gain a good grounding in a broad
range of mathematical,
statistical and computational
skills as well as a good basic
knowledge of economic theory
together with an understanding
of economic issues.  

What will it be good for? This
degree will equip you with the
mathematical and economic
skills and knowledge required
for a range of jobs in
government, business,
accountancy, banking,
management and
administration, the voluntary
sector and teaching.

What will it cover? You will be
expected to study Using
mathematics, an introduction to
maths and its uses in the modern
world. You will also need to
choose either Analysing data,
which introduces the practice
and principles of statistics, or
Quantitative methods in

business, which teaches you to
perform simple quantitative
analysis .

Think about… This degree may
help you get recognition from a
professional body. Our Student
Registration and Enquiry
Service can supply you with our
Recognition leaflets.  

You’ll also get… You can also
achieve a Certificate in Business
Studies and a Diploma in
Economics depending on the
modules you choose. 

What our students say…
“Studying with the OU while
working means you’re already
established in  an organisation
by the time you get your degree,
or you have loads of 
experience behind you to take 
to an employer.”
Rachel Stark, 26, BSc
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NATURAL
SCIENCES
BSc (Honours)
Natural Sciences
This degree will
introduce you to the
knowledge and
techniques of
biology, chemistry,
earth sciences,
environmental
sciences, physics,
astronomy and
planetary sciences.  

What will it be good
for? Incorporating
biology, chemistry,
physics and earth
sciences, this
degree is ideal for
students seeking a
broad-based,
interdisciplinary
qualification .

What will it cover?
The recommended
Discovering science

module covers a
diverse range of
topics, from 
global warming 
and the origin of
life, ecology and
genetics to

earthquakes and
volcanoes.

Think about… 
You can incorporate
modules from a
variety of science
disciplines into a
Natural Sciences
degree, including
ecology, health and
oceanography. 

You’ll also get… 
You can also achieve
a Certificate in
Natural Sciences
and a Diploma in
Natural Sciences
depending on the
modules you
choose.

What our students
say… “The tutors
are absolutely
fantastic. Their
comments are 
never critical. 
I actually popped
round to see one of
my tutors about a
question. It was
really good.” 
Chris Radcliffe, 25,
BSc

PHYSICAL
SCIENCE
BSc (Honours)
Physical Science
We're all curious
about how the world
works. Physics
provides the
deepest scientific
answers.  

What will it be good
for? You will
develop an
understanding of
the physical science
concepts and
processes that
underpin a wide
range of
phenomena.

What will it cover?
You will be spoilt for
choice with a
number of
enlightening
modules to choose
from. Among these,
How the universe

works focuses on
cosmology and
particle physics,

Planetary science

and the search for

life tackles
fundamental
questions about the
formation and
evolution of the
solar system and
space exploration.

Think about… Many
module
combinations will
make students
eligible for the
award of Chartered
Physicist status by
the Institute of
Physics when
combined with
appropriate work
experience. 

You’ll also get… 
You can achieve a
Certificate in
Natural Sciences
and a Diploma in
Physical Science
and Life Sciences
depending on the
modules you
choose.

SOCIAL
SCIENCES

CHILDHOOD AND YOUTH STUDIES
BA (Honours) Childhood and Youth Studies

This degree is designed for those who work or intend to work with children and
young people, and for those with more general interests in the interdisciplinary

field of childhood and youth studies. 
What will it be good for? You will develop a broad understanding of childhood

and its social and cultural context. You can take a range of pathways through the
degree, according to your interests and plans for the future.  

What will it cover? What does childhood mean today? Should children have
different rights from adults? These are some of the key issues addressed by

the compulsory Childhoodmodule, covering ages from birth to 18 and
incorporating video case studies from three contrasting parts of the world.

Think about… The selection of modules in this degree offers a wide range of
pathways. Some are more suited to specific areas of policy and practice with

children and young people. Others offer a broad academic study of the 
issues related to children’s development and well being. 

You’ll also get… By studying this degree you can also achieve a Certificate 
in Social Sciences, and Working with Young People, and a 

Diploma in Social Policy, and Sociology depending 
on the modules you choose.  


